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they attach themfelves to air, the repulfion between the 
particles of water electrified, joins with the natural repul- 
fion of the air, to force its particles to a greater diftance, 
whereby the triangles are dilated, and the air rifes, carry- 
ing up with it the water. 

20. If the particles of water bring with them portions 
of both forts of fire, the repulfiontf of the particles of air is 
ftill more ftrcngthened and increafed, and the triangles 
farther enlarged. 

21. One particle of air may be furrounded by twelve 
particles of water of equal fize with itfelf, all in con tad 
with it ; and by more added to thofe. 

22. Particles of air thus loaded would be drawn nearer 
together by the mutual attraction of the particles of water, 
did not the fire, common or eleCtrical, aflifb their re- 
pulfion. 

23. If air thus loaded be comprefled by adverfe winds, 
or by being driven againft mountains, &c. or condenfed 
by taking away the fire that aflifted it in expanding ; the 
triangles contrad, the air with its water will defcend as a 
dew j or, if the water furrounding one particle of air comes 
in contad with the water furrounding another, they coa- 
lefce and form a drop, and we have rain. 

24. The fun fupplies (or feems to fupply) common fire 
to all vapours, whether raifed from earth or fea. 

2 5. Thofe vapours which have both common and elec- 
trical fire in them, are better fupported, than thofe which 
have only common fire in them. For when vapours- rife 
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into the coldeft region above the earth, the cold will not 
diminifh the eledrical fire, if it doth the common. 

26. Hence clouds formed by vapours raifed from frefli 
waters within land, from growing vegetables, moifl earth, 
&c. more fpeedily and eafily depofite their water, having 
but little eledrical fire to repel and keep the particles fepa- 
rate. So that the greatefl part of the water raifed from the 
land is let fall on the land again ; and winds blowing from 
the land to the fea are dry ; there being little ufe for rain 
on the fea, and to rob the land of its moifture, in order to 
rain on the fea, would not appear reafonable. 

27. But clouds formed by vapours raifed from the fea, 
having both fires, and particularly a great quantity of the 
eledrical, fupport their water ftrongly, raife it high, and 
being moved by winds may bring it over the middle of 
the broadeft continent from the middle of the wideft ocean. 

28. How thefe ocean clouds, fo ftrongly fupporting 
their water, arc made to depofite it on the land where ’tis 
wanted, is next to be confidered. 

29. If they are driven by winds againft mountains, 
thofe mountains being lefs eledrified attrad them, and on 
contad take away their eledrical fire (and being cold, the 
common fire alfo ; ) hence the particles clofe towards the 
mountains and towards each other. If the air was not 
much loaded, it only falls in dews on the mountain tons 
and fides, forms fprings, anddefeends to the vales in rivu- 
lets, which united make larger ftreams and rivers. If 
much loaded, the eledrical fire is at once taken from the 

^ whole- 


